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Our favourite Agent, Theatre, Writer & Twitter Page of 

the issue   

THE OPEN DOOR 

 

Christmas; that wonderful time of year with lights, music, mulled wine and snow (ha!). But here at The Open Door we 

know in an actor’s life that is a most of the time not the case. Christmas is peak period! 

Maybe you’re in a pantomime in the back end of England, maybe you stuck on stage for two shows on boxing day in 

the West End because all those paying fans want to have a fun Christmas or maybe it’s just that your stood in your local 

‘Classy’ restaurant on Christmas Day singing some classic swing numbers with a few holiday jingles thrown in. 

Either way, we know for actors and creative Christmas can be a lonely time away from you family so we want to say a 

Happy Christmas (in advance) to you all and know that we understand the sacrifices you are making. And remember it 

may be tough now, but you’re also doing what you love, you are being the actor you always dreamed of being. So when 

your singing My Way for the 10th time to a restaurant filled with snobby suits or when crazy children are racing towards 

you for selfies as you nurse a Christmas day hangover, just remember, they have to go back to their boring jobs and 

forget their dreams…we….we get to live them! 

A very merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year from all at Now You Know! 

November/December 

A Christmas Message From All At The Open Door 
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THE WREATH ON 

THE DOOR 

Some of the top pantomimes to catch this festive period wherever you are in the UK 

 

ENGLAND 

Aladdin - Lyric Hammersmith  

19th Nov 2016 to 7th Jan 2017  

The Lyric's traditional panto returns in 2016 when Aladdin flies into 

Hammersmith on his magic carpet for some festive fun in true Lyric style.  

Website http://www.lyric.co.uk/   

Beauty & the Beast - Liverpool Everyman and Playhouse  

26th Nov 2016 to 21st Jan 2017  

Legendary double-act Keast & Tucker will be back once again. with a live 

band, plenty of belly laughs and more than a few surprises.  

Website http://www.everymanplayhouse.com/   

Cinderella - Derby Arena  

6th Dec 2016 to 3rd Jan 2017  

Starring Richard Blackwood (EastEnders), Eilish O'Carroll (Mrs Brown's 

Boys) and Lloyd Warbey (Art Attack) as Dandini.  

Website http://www.derbylive.co.uk/   

Sleeping Beauty - The Watermill Theatre  

17th Nov 2016 to 1st Jan 2017  

A quirky, comic re-telling of the classic fairy story through the eyes of the 

mischievous Fairy Goody. A magical Christmas show like no other!  

Website http://www.watermill.org.uk/   

The Snow Queen - Bristol Old Vic  

2nd Dec 2016 to 15th Jan 2017  

This electrifying coming-of-age tale celebrates the things that make us 

different and the value of true friendship.  

Website http://www.bristololdvic.org.uk/   

Jack & The Beanstalk - Theatre Royal (Norwich) 

13th Dec 2016 to 15th Jan 2017  

Starring RICHARD GAUNTLETT and BEN LANGLEY. Down on his 

luck, Jack is tricked into selling the family cow for a handful of magic 

beans.  

Website http://www.theatreroyalnorwich.co.uk/   

http://www.lyric.co.uk/
http://www.everymanplayhouse.com/
http://www.derbylive.co.uk/
http://www.watermill.org.uk/
http://www.bristololdvic.org.uk/
http://www.theatreroyalnorwich.co.uk/


 

  

IRELAND 

SCOTLAND 

WALES 

The Wizard of Oz - Ardhowen Theatre  
1st Dec 2016 to 10th Dec 2016  

Join us on a magical journey over the rainbow to the merry old land of Oz, 

and follow Dorothy's quest to get back home helped by her friends the 

Scarecrow, Tin Man and the Cowardly Lion.  

Website http://www.ardhowentheatre.com/   

Cinderella - Belfast Grand Opera House  
Saturday 3 December 2016 until Sunday 15 January 2017 
 Starring May McFettridge, Gareth Gates and Jayne Wisener. Join Cinders 
as she goes from rags to riches, outwits her very ugly sisters and meets her 
dashing Prince Charming. 
Website https://www.goh.co.uk/cinderella 

Red Riding Hood and the Wolves of Winter - Howden Park Centre  
12th Dec 2016 to 28th Dec 2016  

Full of songs, jokes and frosty winter fun! We all know the story of Red Riding 

Hood don't we? Hear the true story of Rosie's journey with her best friend Peter and 

his clever dog Patch.  

Website http://www.howdenparkcentre.co.uk/   

Mother Goose - Alhambra Theatre (Dunfermline) 

9th Dec 2016 to 29th Dec 2016  

An all star cast of stage and screen, dazzling costumes and spectacular sets 

& special effects.  

Website http://www.alhambradunfermline.com/   

Peter Pan - New Theatre (Cardiff) 

10th Dec 2016 to 7th Jan 2017  

The New Theatre's pantomime will 'Hofficially' be the biggest and best yet 

with global television and entertainment mega-star David Hasselhoff as the 

dastardly Captain Hook in the swashbuckling adventure Peter Pan.  

Website http://www.newtheatrecardiff.co.uk/   

Aladdin - The Wok ‘n’ Roll Panto - Clwyd Theatr Cymru  

25th Nov 2016 to 21st Jan 2017  

Served up with a generous helping of mad gags, shock frocks, knockabout 

and slapstick, it's the sizzling Clwyd rock 'n' roll panto - a seasonal feast for 

all the family.  

Website http://www.clwyd-theatr-cymru.co.uk/   

http://www.ardhowentheatre.com/
http://www.howdenparkcentre.co.uk/
http://www.alhambradunfermline.com/
http://www.newtheatrecardiff.co.uk/
http://www.clwyd-theatr-cymru.co.uk/


Real advice, from real professionals. 

Canada vs. UK – Julia Topple 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                  When did you move from Canada to the UK? 

I moved to the UK from Canada in September 2015. 

 

Why did you move? 

As an actor I need to go where there are acting opportunities. The film industry 

at home took a huge and unexpected blow from the government cutting a 

lucrative tax credit. This credit ensured that if visiting productions used local 

actors, tech crew, and resources for filming, they would save a lot of money. I 

decided to move to London, where there are more opportunities. 

 

 

What would you say the big difference in the theatre scene in Canada is to the UK? 

In Canada there is a huge modern movement for creating very realistic household plays depicting the everyday struggles and 

sometimes unexpected events in a Canadian’s life. Many plays revolve around family drama, money problems, and 

Aboriginal history just to name a few. Most of these plays are formed of small casts and are very touching and honest – often 

using direct address to connect with the audience. I love these plays, but I am also drawn to the more extreme ends of 

performance such as musical theatre, dance, clowning, and period pieces. This is where theatre in London excels! There is a 

lot of creativity here and a lot of love for the arts, which allows for a more diverse palate of art to take place. 

 

Have you found it difficult adjusting to British life and finding jobs? 

Yes and I have found it hard to crack into the theatre world here. I come from the east coast of Canada, which is known for 

its friendly people and bustling young theatre scene. Moving to a city as big and busy as London, people can come across as 

being cold or distant, and I find it particularly hard to force myself to be seen and heard. 

 

Do you think there is anything done better in Canada to the 

 UK…not including political leadership!? 

 I think the beautiful thing that Canadian theatre has that I have yet 

 to see in London are truly simple and honest characters. Not to say 

 that there aren’t any out there on the West End. But it is so 

 important to make it here that many times the reality of a character 

 is not, well, realized. Something I have always carried with me 

 through every show is a very basic approach to my characters:  

You never want to play someone else. If everyone played the Phantom as an obsessed, deformed prodigy with a huge crush 

on the smoking hot singer, then we’d be seeing the same Phantom year in and year out. 

 

To anyone looking to do the move either way, what advice would you give? 

 

I would say save up a ton before moving to England! Make sure you have current headshots, a show reel, and that you get in 

touch with a dialect coach immediately. It is difficult to be a minority here, and if you can’t successfully do at least a basic 

British accent then you’re in trouble. As for making the move to Canada, I would say if you’re looking for film work, head to  

Vancouver in British Columbia, and if you are looking for live theatre check out Toronto in Ontario. Join social media pages 

for actors and get a job working as an usher in any theatre you find. You will make the best friends there, and 9/10 times they 

will be performers as well! 

 

THROUGH THE 

KEYHOLE 



           

  

Let’s take a look at something exciting going on in the next two months! 

EMERGE – Flux Theatre 

                                                           So what is Emerge?  

                                                                 Emerge is a new platform, where 4 writers, directors and a company of                 

                                                                actors get the chance to collaborate together and showcase new writing,  

                                                                 whilst gaining feedback from the industry, on the Tristan Bates stage. It’s an   

                                                                 opportunity for artists to play within a professional capacity, whilst creating  

                                                                partnerships and gaining  feedback (from an industry panel), so the work can  

                                                                  be further developed. 

 

                                                          How did the idea come about? 

                                                                Flux had just finished the first run of our debut play, Dinosaur Dreams  and 

were in search of our next project. We had scripts to develop and are always looking for new artists to collaborate 

with, so we decided to create our own network. Emerge is our way of giving emerging artists a platform to develop 

and progress, through the eye’s of the industry.  

 

What do people have to gain by being a part of the event? 

Emerge is first and foremost an opportunity to exercise your craft as an actor/director/writer and get your work seen. But, 

because Emerge acts as a network for artists, it will create working relationships through collaboration as well.  

Additionally, there will be an experienced industry panel present, who will be offering feedback and answering artist’s 

questions on the work. Matthew Keeler (Producer: Tristan Bates, St James RE:act) who we’re collaborating with on the 

event, will be on this panel. There will also be a chance for artists to discuss their ideas further, in the Actors Centre bar 

after the event. 

 

Who are flux theatre? 

Founded in 2015 by actor-writer Will Adolphy, Flux are a collective 

 of actors, dedicated to bringing socially engaging new writing to  

audiences. In recognizing the world we live in - short attention 

 spans, constant perceptual processes (via screens), Flux are establishing  

themselves as a company forthe age of technology. 

 

What kind of things are you looking for? 

Flux want relevant writing that says something about our world now. Emerge, is a chance for artists to explore, take risks 

and see what happens. Flux want writing that embodies this and artists that are up to the challenge.  

 

How do people get involved? 

Go to our website: www.fluxtheatre.co.uk and read our submission guidelines on the EMERGE page. Actors can send in 

their CV/headshot to be considered for castings.  

Please keep in mind, if your application happens to be unsuccessful, there is still opportunity to network, offer your feed-

back and meet the team, by coming to the event.  

Tickets are available here: www.tristanbatestheatre.co.uk/whats-on/emerge 

You can follow @EmergeNight or @flux_theatre for updates. 

 

BEHIND DOOR #1! 

http://www.fluxtheatre.co.uk/
https://www.tristanbatestheatre.co.uk/whats-on/emerge
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          REVIEW – A LOVELY SUNDAY CREVE COEUR 
 

  

 

 
 
 
             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

On an unseasonably hot day in late September, one walks into the  

Print Rooms – now taking over the Coronet Cinema in Notting Hill  

Gate – there’s little else more fitting than to watch a Tennessee  

Williams gem – A Lovely Sunday for Creve Coeur. One of his later  

plays, it’s set in a sweltering apartment in St. Louis on a Sunday 

 morning and immediately the pieces begin to fit. Fotini Dimou’s set  

is a garish clash of colours, fantastically put together that lends to a  

claustrophobic but very homey feel. Everything jumps out at you at  

once, and the heat of the day really helped set the mood as we 

 delved into the world of a wonderful cast of characters. 

 

 

We begin on a Sunday morning as we see Dorothea “Dottie” – a young, southern belle played to wonderful 

depth by Laura Rogers – doing her exercise routines. Her flatmate Bodie is preparing for a picnic, that she 

has slightly forced Dottie to join in, later that evening at the eponymous Creve Coeur Park. The drama 

begins as we see Bodie – a forceful, loud but loveable woman played masterfully by Debbie Chazen – 

suddenly rip out a piece of the day’s paper. Dottie comes in to say she’s expecting a call from one T. Ralph 

Ellis and the drama continues to unfold from there.  

 

 

Williams’ play is a tricky one – he never quite managed to garner the same success with his later plays as 

he did his earlier ones, but this one is somewhat a return to form. It’s a comedy that has its roots in 

something a bit deeper and it is in fact those depths which are more fascinating to watch. Michael Oakley’s 

direction is air-tight, choosing to play the comedy as natural as possible, and bringing the main focus onto 

the play’s themes which are very clearly and meaningfully unfolded.  

 

 

What makes this play into a delightful two-hour watch is in fact the actors themselves. Chazen and Rogers 

have a wonderful relationship – as Bodie seems to press hard for Dottie to marry her twin brother instead of 

this T. Ralph Ellis, both of whom are never actually seen on stage, while Dottie rebuts and pins her hopes 

on a higher class sort of living. In fact, the more their relationship unfolds, Dottie comes across as a 

phantom of one Blanch DuBois from Williams’ Pulitzer-Prize winning Streetcar. However as we get to 

know more surrounding the hopeful match of Ellis and Dottie, things don’t seem to be quite working out as 

well as Dottie – or even Bodie – would hope.  

 

DON’T LET IT HIT YOU 

ON THE WAY OUT 

A quick look at how the pros are doing! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    At this point, in comes Helena – a colleague of Dottie’s at the very           

                                                        school  she met Ellis – a high class lady with impeccable distaste in  

                                                         Bodie and Dottie’s choice of living quarters. Dottie quickly reveals that  

                                                        she shares Helena’s distaste for her current lifestyle and that she’d like  

                                                        to move in with Helena to a better part of town, so she can have a  

                                                        better place to receive T. Ralph Ellis. Bodie learns of all this from 

Helena herself. Hermione Gulliford’s turn as Helena is marvellous, in every nuance and shade Helena 

appears to us as a bitter, lonely but proud and snobbish woman fully realised and is in direct contrast to 

everything that Chazen’s bold, loving and frank Bodie stands for.   

 

Chazen and Gulliford’s chemistry on stage crackles and fizzes with an energy that is delightful to watch 

and comes alive before our very eyes. The two actresses are clearly having a whale of a time with their 

verbal sparring – truly Williams in his element – and this is quickly interrupted by the arrival of the upstairs 

neighbour Miss Gluck, a German immigrant who’s recently lost her mother.  

 

Miss Gluck is an interesting character, for here is where the structure and bones of the play becomes 

entirely visible to the audience – something that is not entirely to the taste of all. But Julia Watson plays the 

long game, and comes through rather beautifully in a poignant and touching end-scene between herself and 

Dottie. Helena doesn’t mince her words – referring to Gluck as if she were a disease but in reality is 

everything that the three other women do not wish to become. And in this fact lies the crux of the play, and 

the difference between Dottie and Blanche.  

 

***** 

 

To keep up to date with all of our reviews, go to; 

https://theopendoorsite.wordpress.com/ 

@NYKOpenDoor 

https://theopendoorsite.wordpress.com/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our favourite Agent, Theatre, New Writer & Twitter Page of the month. 

 

RSVP ARTISTS 
 

You may know RSVP for the call centre run and for actors? But 

they have gone one step further to help their employees, they have 

started an agency! Seems a bizzare concept but they take £0 

commission and have actors now in various TV shows! The only 

catch is you have to work there, but well worth it and great for 

new actors 

@RsvpArtists 

 

The Space  
On the Isle of Dogs The Space is a beautiful, unique venue with 4 

seasonal programming periods, they offer set prices for short runs 

as well at 50/50 splits for longer so a great opportunity for new 

theatre companies! The Space is versatile and malleable so what-

ever your idea, it will work and even has a roof garden space if 

you want to be really different. 

Meurig Marshall 
Although new to the writing game Meurig has really got the 

knack of it! His first piece ‘While We Wait’ was a fantastic sci-fi 

adventure performed at Hookhitch Theatre’s 48 hour play night 

where it received rave responses. Meurig is definitely one to keep 

an eye on! 

@TheActorsCentre 
 

PICK OF THE  

LOCKS 

https://twitter.com/QMgmtActors


Make sure you catch all of these amazing new pieces of theatre! 

 

JACK & THE BEANSTALK 
2nd-31st December (Various times) 

Join Maisy Moo and Dame Trott as 

they help Jack defeat the giant, rescue 

the Princess and restore the town’s for-

tunes from the evil Penny Pincher! 

 

CAST Doncaster 

Waterdale, Doncaster DN1 3BU 

https://castindoncaster.com/whats-

on/workshop/discover-jack-and-

beanstalk-explore-arts-award-cpd 

£18.50 (£15.50 + group prices) 

THE NIGHT BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS 

27
th 

Nov – 3rd Dec (8pm) 
It’s Christmas Eve and Gary can’t 

believe his luck. 
He’s managed to capture one of 

Santa’s little helpers. 
Dazed, confused and eager to dash 
back to the sleigh before its final 
ascent into the night sky, the elf 

pleads for his freedom. But in true 
Yuletide tradition - freedom comes 

at a cost 
The Alma Tavern Theatre 

Alma Vale Road, Bristol, BS8 2HY 

http://www.almatavernandtheatre
.co.uk/theatre/booking 

£10 (£8) 

 

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING 
23rd-26th November (7:30pm) 

A fast paced ensemble production with live 

streaming, hidden messages, and a lot of fake 

snow. 

 
The Michael Pilch Studio 

Jowett Walk, Oxford OX1 3TS 

http://www.poltergeisttheatre.com/currentshows 

£10 (£7) 

 

SWEETIES 
28th November (7:30pm) 

Pop Up Theatre Company presents an evening 

of Sweeties; a selection of monologues and 

shorts, classics and originals, brought to you 

by a group of talented actors sharing and creat-

ing fantastic stories for invited industry guests 

and an appreciative audience 
The Etcetera Theatre 

265 Camden High Street, London NW1 7BU 
http://www.etceteratheatre.com/details.php?sh

ow_id=2395 
£5 

 

THE YOUNG PERFORMERS    

PODCAST 

Weekly 

 

"So, What Next?" is a podcast for 
young performers. We interview peo-
ple from every corner of the industry, 
to get you the information you want to 

know. 
 

People can follow on all and any of 
these links: 

 
https://twitter.com/SoWhatNext_YPP 
https://www.facebook.com/SWNYPP/ 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC

9bmaCRCGHO1K6vupU2akDQ 

   

 
             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FOR THE FRIDGE 

DOOR 

https://castindoncaster.com/whats-on/workshop/discover-jack-and-beanstalk-explore-arts-award-cpd
https://castindoncaster.com/whats-on/workshop/discover-jack-and-beanstalk-explore-arts-award-cpd
https://castindoncaster.com/whats-on/workshop/discover-jack-and-beanstalk-explore-arts-award-cpd
http://www.almatavernandtheatre.co.uk/theatre/booking
http://www.almatavernandtheatre.co.uk/theatre/booking
http://www.poltergeisttheatre.com/currentshows
http://www.etceteratheatre.com/details.php?show_id=2395
http://www.etceteratheatre.com/details.php?show_id=2395
https://twitter.com/SoWhatNext_YPP
https://www.facebook.com/SWNYPP/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9bmaCRCGHO1K6vupU2akDQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9bmaCRCGHO1K6vupU2akDQ


 

WANT TO BE PART OF OUR NEXT ISSUE? 

 

GET IN TOUCH 

 

SIMPLY EMAIL 

Contact@nowyouknowtheatrecompany.co.uk with your 

name, what you do, any shows you are in and we will get in 

contact. 

If you want a review from us, email the same address with 

the subject: REVIEW REQUEST and we will be there. 

 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 

@NowYouKnowPro 

@NYKopendoor 

PLEASE DON’T FORWARD, WE ARE A FREE MAGAZINE, IF FRIENDS WANT ONE, JUST LET 

US KNOW AND WE WILL EMAIL THEM DIRECTLY 

 

 

mailto:Contact@nowyouknowtheatrecompany.co.uk

